
Dr. Karen DeSalvo, the Acting Assistant Secretary for Health in the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, is a physician who has focused her
career toward improving access to affordable, high-quality care for all people,
especially vulnerable populations, and promoting overall health. She has done this
through direct patient care, medical education, policy and administrative roles,
research, and public service.
The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health oversees 12 core public health
offices — including the Office of the Surgeon General and the U.S. Public Health
Service Commissioned Corps — as well as 10 regional health offices across the
nation and 10 Presidential and Secretarial advisory committees. The office is
charged with leadership in developing policy recommendations as they pertain to
public health issues that cut across HHS agencies and operating divisions.
Dr. DeSalvo also remains in her role as the National Coordinator for Health
Information Technology, where she continues to set high-level policy and the
strategic direction of the office, including efforts related to interoperability. The
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) is at
the forefront of the nation’s health IT efforts to adopt and meaningfully use
health information technology, and collectively achieve health information
technology interoperability, as a foundational element of better health for
everyone in America.
Before joining the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, she was Health
Commissioner for the City of New Orleans, and Senior Health Policy Advisor to
New Orleans Mayor Mitchell Landrieu, from 2011-2014. While there, she
transformed the outmoded health department into one that has si...
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