
Spend time with inventor Chris Barton and you’ll be inspired to believe anything
is possible. His positive energy to make seemingly impossible ideas come to life is
absolutely contagious. Chris’s latest venture, Guard, uses AI to detect drowning in
swimming pools – a never-before accomplished effort. Chris’s best-known creation
is Shazam, the app that changed the way the world discovers music and laid the
groundwork for the consumer AI industry we know today. With over 2 billion
downloads, Shazam is a global phenomenon and Apple's sixth-largest acquisition.
The app lets people identify songs out of thin air from anywhere they are, making
it nothing short of pure magic. Chris holds 12 patents and played key roles in the
early days of Google and Dropbox. He believes his dyslexia helps him uncover
novel solutions to obstacles and to achieving audacious goals. In his speeches,
Chris shares his Start From Zero thinking method of questioning assumptions and
challenging conventional wisdom. His amazing story and storytelling completely
captivate audiences and inspires them to make big things happen in their
organizations – to create magic in defiance of the obstacles.
Chris grew up with a French mother and British father – both of whom were
university professors. However, academics were a struggle for Chris. Chris would
come to learn he had undiagnosed dyslexia. Over the years, Chris learned to
embrace what he now calls his superpower. Chris believes that dyslexia has
allowed him to overcome barriers to achieve his many accomplishments.
Shazam is a great example. Though Chris does not position himself as an expert on
the broader future of A.I., his journey as a true A.I. pioneer started when Chris
had the idea to identify music using a mobil...
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