
Ketchum, Idaho resident Ed Viesturs is widely regarded as this country’s foremost
high-altitude mountaineer. He is familiar to many from the 1996 IMAX Everest
Expedition documentary and in 2002, he was awarded the historic Lowell Thomas
Award by the Explorer’s Club for outstanding achievement in the field of
mountaineering. In winning the award, he joined an elite group of climbers
including Sir Edmund Hillary. In 1992 he was awarded the American Alpine Club
Sowles Awards for his participation in two rescues on K-2.
Viesturs is a professional mountaineer and works as a design consultant for
outdoor equipment manufacturer Eddie Bauer/First Ascent. He also represents
Rolex as an ambassador.
Ed serves as a member of the Board of Directors for Big City Mountaineers (BCM),
an organization that instills critical life skills in under-resourced youth through
wilderness mentoring experiences that help keep kids in school, reduce violence
and drug use. He is the spokesperson for their Summit For Someone benefit climb
series which placing individuals on iconic peaks raising support for BCM youth and
programs.
Viesturs has successfully reached the summits of all of the world’s fourteen 8000-
meter peaks without supplemental oxygen, an 18-year project he christened
Endeavor 8000. His goal was completed on May 12, 2005, with his ascent of
Annapurna one of the world’s most treacherous peaks. He is one of only a handful
of climbers in history (and the only American) to accomplish this. That year
Viesturs was awarded National Geographic’s Adventurer of the Year.
Viesturs motto has always been that climbing has to be a round trip. All of his
planning and focus during his climbs maintains this ethic and he is not shy about
turning back fr...

Testimonials

Ed Viesturs

“Our group of 280 people were all current or former CEO’s of mid to large size
companies. A group not easily impressed. We wanted a keynoter to open this
conference of business leaders from all over the world who would be both
inspiring and challenging. Ed Viesturs filled the bill perfectly! The fascinating
presentation by this bright, articulate world class athlete had a great impact on
the audience and got our conference off to an exciting start.”

- InfrastruX Group for the Chief Executives Organization.

“Thank you for making our weekend retreat a great success. Your talk was the
highlight of the retreat. You hit all the right points that we hoping for – achieving
individual growth aspirations and being a team player. I’ll look forward to
following your career to complete all 14 peaks successfully and safely.”

- MCKINSEY & COMPANY, INC..
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