
Lisa Marie’s journey to becoming a speaker and coach was a non-traditional one
and began when she was hired by the U.S. Customs Service several years after
college. She showed up at the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center with long
blonde hair, red, white, and blue fingernails and a pair of black high-top Guess
sneakers instead of the stereotypical scowl and combat boots. As you can imagine,
this did not go over well. She envisioned sitting at a big mahogany desk with the
official seal of the United States of America emblazoned on the name tag on the
door to her office. Instead, she got an assignment to work on the rat-infested piers
of New York with some pretty cranky men who didn’t think women should be part
of their world. (Oh, she has some stories…) And, no desk. And, no office.
 
She realized quickly that it was going to be VERY different than the detective
shows she watched on television as a kid. (No, she was not going to be one of
Charlie’s Angels!) And, she recognized that being her soft-spoken and speak-when-
spoken-to self was not going to enable her to excel in this arena. She needed to
find her voice.
 
On the job, some of the guys called her “Hair and Nails” and a few did their best
to make her life a nightmare, publicly berating and harassing her. But, she worked
side by side in filthy assignments in the heat, snow, and rain, lifting boxes, driving
a forklift, and sifting through smelly shipments on the contraband enforcement
(narcotics interdiction) and EXODUS (money laundering) teams. She was one of the
fastest promoted women on the job, and while she doesn’t claim to be the best at
enforcement, she was smart, hard-working, quick-witted – and she found her
voice. Working in the New York area during 9/11, she worked 16-hour grue...

Testimonials

Lisa Marie Platske

"Most Dynamic Keynote Presenter I've Ever Seen! A 5 star Speaker!"

- -Major General (Ret.) Mary Kight.
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