
Dean Kamen is an inventor, an entrepreneur, and a tireless advocate for science
and technology. His roles as inventor and advocate are intertwined—his own
passion for technology and its practical uses has driven his personal determination
to spread the word about technology's virtues and by so doing to change the
culture of the United States. His vast knowledge of the physical sciences,
combined with his ability to integrate the fundamental laws of physics with the
most modern technologies, has led to the development of breakthrough processes
and products. 
As an inventor, he holds more than 440 U.S. and foreign patents, many of them for
innovative medical devices that have expanded the frontiers of health care
worldwide. While still a college undergraduate, he invented the first wearable
infusion pump, which rapidly gained acceptance from such diverse medical
specialties as chemotherapy, neonatology, and endocrinology. In 1976, he founded
his first medical device company, AutoSyringe, Inc., to manufacture and market
the pumps. At age 30, he sold that company to Baxter International Corporation.
By then, he had added a number of other infusion devices, including the first
wearable insulin pump for diabetics.
Following the sale of AutoSyringe, Inc., he founded DEKA Research & Development
Corporation to develop internally generated inventions as well as to provide
research and development for major corporate clients. Kamen led DEKA's
development of the HomeChoiceTM peritoneal dialysis system for Baxter
International, Inc. The HomeChoiceTM system allows patients to be dialyzed in
the privacy and comfort of their home and quickly became the worldwide market
leader. Kamen also led the development of technology to improve slide
preparation ...
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